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The emancipation of oppressed races amounts to tearing
off half, if not all, of England's wings. If Russia made use
of it to secure for herself an outlet into warm water, the
injury would be still more serious.
To Russia, England is an enemy whom even the angels
could not forgive : the two can no more agree than two per-
sons whose incompatibility derives from previous existences.
In May 1927 the Baldwin Government had Arcos House,
the Russian commercial offices in London, raided, because
a secret map had been stolen, and, on the grounds that the
place was a Red propaganda organization, broke off diplo-
matic relations. To a third party the whole thing seems
somewhat childish, but it is not surprising to one who under-
stands what inveterate enemies the two countries are.
Well, then, war between Japan and England would be a
unique opportunity for Russia to get the warm-water port
after which she hankers and which she has for so long
endeavoured to obtain. There is no reason why she should
ally herself with England, for that would mean abandoning
her cherished desire. She would, of course, remain neutral
for a while to see how things went and to get as much as she
could out of both belligerents. But, as anyone can see,
directly there was the least indication that Japan was going
to win, she would come in on her side and start to come south
into the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean. What Japan has
to do is to discover what Russia's real object is, and suitably
adapt her own policy to get her on her side.
I repeat that Russia would be of the greatest assistance in
defeating England. There is a lot of irresponsible, dangerous,
silly talk about war with her. Those who indulge in it are
obsessed with a view of one part only of the question : they
are too blind and too ignorant to see it as a whole.